
Fun Ways to Keep Kids Occupied While 
Waiting 

 
1. A DVD case with paper and crayons inside for drawing. 
2. Find a word: make up your own book with pictures from the internet and put in the words 

you want to find and how difficult you want them. 
3. Keep a backpack filled with little pocket games, dices & drawing materials. Keep it special: 

make a rule that the games are not allowed out of the backpack at home, only when out and 
about. 

4. Play found faces: Look for faces in your surroundings. Once you look for them you will see 
them everywhere!  

5. A Magnadoodle. 
6. A small felt board that stays in the car. 
7. Eye spy. 
8. Clapping games (like, Miss Mary Mac). 
9. Do homework. 
10. Place plastic eggs inside a carton (camping egg carton work well; they are plastic) and fill 

with surprises: Sometimes edible, sometimes random items like a balloon or a magnet. 
11. Keep an A5 sized pencil case with pencils and a small pad inside. 
12.  Keep a small bag of toys in the car that only come out in waiting situations. 

Ideas:  matchbox cars, finger puppets, mini ball, small toys, colouring pad & pencils, aqua 
doodle. 

13.  Count things together. For example: How many people are in front of us? Guess how long it 
will take to be our turn? How many _____ can you see?  

14. Tell them why: It's a good idea to tell the child why you're waiting and what is coming next. 
15. Sing songs and get the child/ren to do the actions. 
16. Keep small bubbles for when you're waiting outside. (Tip: keep inside a zip lock plastic bag).  
17. Mini blackboard (in its own case). Great for tic tac toe (naughts and crosses). 
18. Dice in a clear plastic container. Shake and see who can get the biggest total. 
19. Play the number plate car game.  Use cues like, what relatives names start with the letter/s 

EVW 695 = Edward Vera William or look out for the highest/lowest number, or a particular 
letter. Great for traveling. 

20. Peek-a-Boo.  
21. Lego: Take a small bucket of Lego & a small rug out with you. Lay down the rug down, tip 

out the Lego, play, and then when it's time to go, pick up the rug, stuff into bucket and go. 
22. Balloons: They are small enough to carry around in your bag kids loves them!  (Tip: You can 

get fabric balloon cover so you can use it like a ball.) 
23. Books to read.  
24. Teach older kids a skill like crochet or knitting.  
25. Doll hair styling: A Barbie or doll with a brush and hair accessories.  
26. Mini travel games like knuckle bones, connect four, cards (to play snap, go fish, memory 

match). 
27. Wikki Sticks. 
28. Drawing game: Take turns at doing a scribble then another person has the challenge to 

make a picture out of it. 
29. Pipe cleaners! Make letters, words, shapes, animals.  Great for car trips too.  They are cheap 

and take up next to no room and are light in your handbag. 
30. Play I'm packing my grandmother's suitcase: Pick an item that starts with A, next person 

B, C, etc. Each person in the line repeats all the previous items until you can't remember 
anymore. 

31. Talk: Tell stories, ask questions, general natter. 
32.  Draw mystery monsters: Tear a piece of paper in half length-wise, then fold into thirds. 

One person draws a head on the top with lines for a neck, fold over so you can't see it; next 
person draws the body and include the beginning lines for leg areas, fold again so you can't 
see; last person draws legs and feet. Unfold it to see a crazy creature! 



33. Magnetic puzzle are a good size to fit in your bag. 
34. Cricket (in the car).  One person is the batter and each car that goes past = 1 run; a 

motorcycle = 2 runs; caravan or trailer = 4 runs; trucks = 6 runs; a red car means you're out 
and on to the next batter. Great for long distance travelling. 

35. Elastics.  Great for while siblings are at sports training.  Easy and light to put in handbag 
and a few can play at once. 

36. Food - always carry food! 
37. Eye spy with colours: "I spy with my little eye something that is red." 
38. A little walk. Find a point -- like a tree or a wall depending on where you are -- and get the 

child to walk there and back. Repeat.  
39. A pack of cards! 
40. Guessing/sharing games: Who can pick the colour of the next car that passes? Is the next 

person who comes in/out a man/lady/girl/boy?  In a magazine, take turns at choosing one 
thing from each page that you would like.  

41. Handbag memory game: Lay out various times from your handbag, look at them, then close 
their eyes and take one away. The kids have to remember what is missing. With older kids 
take it all away and have them write down all the things they can remember.  

42. Etch-a-sketch.  
43.  Sugar packets: count how many sugar packets there are (or make picture shapes with 

them).  
44. Make lists: for example, birthday presents for a year away or ranking things like 5 favourite 

or least favourite activities.  
45. Spelling words: When you get your children's spelling words, take a picture on your phone 

so you can practice when out and about.  
46. Who am I game:  Start with something like, "I'm thinking of an animal with ____." or "I'm 

thinking of a fruit that is ____."  or "I'm thinking of a person who _____."  Keep the hints 
coming until the child guesses correctly.  

47. Maths game: Bring a calculator and get the child to add up what they would eat or the pet 
food or just the drinks etc. Ask questions like: Which is cheapest? If you had $10 and need 
milk and bread, what would you choose? How many steps are from one aisle to the next? 

48. Thumb wars. 
49. Spot-0: Pick a non-common car colour or type of car (we pick yellow) and yell out, "Spot-o" 

when you see one.  This is an on-going game the kids play every time we are in the car.  
50. Imaginative story: Look around you, pick a person, object or landmark and make up a 

spontaneous story. 
51. On long travelling trips, when you see a kms signs --for example: 30 kilometres to the next 

town -- ount down every kilometre until you reach it.  
52. Draw pictures in the dirt with a stick. 
53. Count birds.  
54. Nature hunt: make a list of things for kids to find -- like 3 leaves, 1 interesting stick. 
55. Cuddle, tickle or do hair styling. 
57. Play Good Day/Bad Day with the kids. It gives an insight into how they've viewed the day 

outside of directly asking them.  
58. Play catch with a tennis ball. 
58. Paddle Pop Stick Puzzle. Plain paddle pop sticks can be used to make shapes and pictures.  
59. Alphabet Game: One person says the letters of the alphabet in order, while others in the 

family say something that starts with that letter. Younger children can be the one to say the 
alphabet. For older children, they might like to choose a category for the words, for 
example: names, countries, animals, food. 

60.  Take-turns story: Make up a story by each adding a sentence.  One person starts with a 
simple sentence, and the next person adds a joining sentence.  See where the adventure 
takes you! 	  
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